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SUBJ: TARAPUR 

1 . DURING CALL MAY 4 ON THE INITIATIVE OF THE DCM, 

JOINT SECRETARY FOR THE AMERICAS TEJA SAID THERE WAS ONE 
IMPORTANT MATTER HE WISHED TO RAISE, NAMELY, TARAPUR. 

HE SAID THAT THE GOI HAD OVER A PERIOD OF TIME PROVIDED THE 
USG WITH FULL INFORMATION REGARDING TARAPUR’S REQUIRE- 
MENTS; THE SITUATION HAD BEEN FULLY EXPLAINED IN DETAIL. 
THE NUCLEAR FUEL MUST BE AVAILABLE FOR SHIPMENT BY MAY 
OR JUNE. YET, THE GOI STILL HAD NOT INDICATION FROM 
WASHINGTON WHAT THE STATUS OF CONSIDERATION OF THE 
EXPORT LICENSE WAS. WOULD THERE BE A HEARING? WOULD 
THE SHIPMENT BE CLEARED WITHOUT A HEARING? IF THERE 
WAS A HEARING, HOW WOULD IT BE CONDUCTED? TEJA SAID 
THE GOI HAS BEEN LEFT IN "A STATE OF MYSTIFICATION". 

2. TEJA SAID THAT DELAY BEYOND A CERTAIN POINT WOULD 
BE THE SAME AS A NEGATIVE DECISION ON THE EXPORT 
LICENSE. AS WE BOTH UNDERSTOOD, THE USG HAS COMMITTED 
TO SUPPLY THE FUEL AND THE GOI WAS COMMITTED TO PROCURE 
IT FROM THE US. THE GOI HAD BEEN UNDER THE IMPRESSION 
THAT THE PROCEDURAL ISSUES BEFORE THE NRC WOULD HAVE 
BEEN RESOLVED BY THIS TIME. WHILE SAYING THAT HE GREATLY 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, HE HOPED THAT A FURTHER INTERVEN- 
TION COULD BE MADE TO SPEED ISSUANCE OF THE LICENSE 
BY THE NRC. 

3. THE DCM REVIEWED THE STEPS WHICH HAD BEEN TAKEN 

TO SPEED RESOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM. HE SAID UNFORTUNATELY 
THE FIRST SERIES OF AFFIDAVITS HAD FAILED TO ESTABLISH 
URGENCY AND IT WAS NOT UNTIL APRIL 27 THAT A STATEMENT 
DOCUMENTING THE NEED FOR EARLY SHIPMENT COULD BE FILED. 

IT WAS HOPED THE NRC MIGHT MOVE RAPIDLY ON THE BASIS OF 
THIS PRESENTATION. WE TOO HAD EXPECTED AN EARLIER DECI- 
SION ON PROCEDURAL MATTERS BUT IT HAD NOT BEEN FORTH- 
COMING. THE DCM TOLD TEJA HE HAD HAD A DISCUSSION WITH 
DR. SETHNA IN BOMBAY ON THIS SUBJECT LAST WEEK BUT HE 
DID NOT REVIEW THAT CONVERSATION IN ANY DETAIL. 

4. COMMENT: TEJA'S INTERVENTION WAS ONLY WHAT ONE 
WOULD EXPECT FROM AN OFFICER IN HIS POSITION ON A 
TROUBLESOME ISSUE SUCH AS THIS. HE SAID THE EXPORT 
LICENSE MATTER COULD BECOME ONE OF THOSE CONTENTIOUS 
ISSUES WHICH FREQUENTLY DISTURB OUR RELATIONS. HIS 
PRESENTATION INDICATED, HOWEVER, THAT HE DID NOT CON 
SIDER IT SUCH AN ISSUE NOW. THE DCM AVOIDED DETAILED 
TREATMENT OF THE ISSUE AND IS SATISFIED THAT THE 
PRINCIPAL FORUM FOR DISCUSSION REMAINS IN BOMBAY. 

WE WOULD LIKE, HOWEVER, TO GET BACK TO TEJA WITH 
WHATEVER INFORMATION MAY BE AVAILABLE ABOUT THE NRC'S 
PLAN FOR PROCEDURAL DECISIONS. THE GOI IS FINDING 
THE UNEXPLAINED DELAY RATHER TRYING. 
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